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Dear Johnt 
September 24, 1950 
At home by the f i r e 
p l a ce on Sunday nig h t 
Daddy found t h i s a r t i c l e on Gibbs and 
sends i t w i t h h i s l o v e . 
Doctor High c a l l e d t h i s evening to say 
t h a t you should have treatment f o r your a l l e r g i e s 
and t h a t the Harvard medical school i s the best 
p l a c e i n the MTOrld to got such treatment.' His 
theory i s t h a t you do not have p s o r i a s i s a t a l l 
but an a l l e r g y t h a t i n v o l v e s the s k i n . T h i s of 
course i s e s s e n t i a l l y what the S i r o i l manufacturers 
say and born out by our exp e r i e n c e . The d i s t u r b i n g 
note i s the probable c o s t of treatment s i n c e top 
notch a l l e r g i s t s v a l u e t h e i r i s j i i M i opinions v e r y 
h i g h l y , f o r i n s t a n c e a thousand d o l l a r s f o r one 
s e t of s k i n t e s t s ( s u r e l y a v e r y t h i c k - s k i n n e d 
p e r s o n ) . Nevertheless Dr. High gave us two names: 
Dr. F r a n c i s ""^ckeman and Dr. Ethan A l l a n ^rown. 
Both of t h e s e gentlemen a r e a l l e r g i s t s e s t r a o r d i n a r y 
and p r o f e s s o r s i n the Harvard Medical School. S i n c e 
you M r i . l l be examined soon f o r a t h l e t i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
and g e n e r a l h e a l t h he thought you might be r e f e r r e d 
to the medical school's a l l e r g y c l i n i c MVhere t r e a t -
ment would be comparatively i n e x p e n s i v e . At any 
r a t e . Dr. High has c o n s i d e r a b l e f a i t h i n your 
a b i l i t y to get c o n t r o l over your n a s a l discomfort 
now t h a t you are away from the dogs and own a 
sponge p i l l o w . Being fond of the dogs and knowing 
t h a t C h r i s t o p h e r l a c k s a sponge p i l l o w , I have a 
doubt or two. Y e t , l i k e you and Dr. High, I t h i n k 
we should make a s e r i o u s e f f o r t to f i n d out the 
cause or causes of your nose and s k i n t r o u b l e s and 
t r y to remove them. And f o r J o l s o n ' s sake, l e t ' s 
remember t h a t you had t r o u b l e w i t h your s k i n and 
nose long before v/e had long-haired dogs. So, 
c o n s i d e r the matter c a r e f u l l y before you become a 
guinea p i g or go i n t o debt f o r treatment. 
s 
U nless your examining doctor i n s i s t upon 
your being t r e a t e d at once, I t h i n k i t miglit be 
a good i d e a to w a i t and see what the change i n 
food and environment does f o r you. L e t us know 
what he says anjoway and,whatever you decide to do, 
be sure you have a f a i r l y c l e a r i d e a of i t s c o s t 
before you do i t . And don't l e t them give you 
a r s e n i c or old l a c e . I know they're bad.far 
We l e f t Greenwich sometime before nine 
t h i s morning, a f t e r an e s p e c i a l l y good b r e a k f a s t . 
Don complained about g e t t i n g up so e a r l y u n t i l I 
t o l d him t h a t h i s coughing woke me up. Taht f i x e d 
him. And we got o f f to a good s t a r t . But your 
f a t h e r went "hog w i l d " and t o r e down to Trenton to 
see the Drakes and the Sharps and f i n a l l y the 
C l a r k e s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . The l a t t e r v/ere p r e t t y 
e x c i t e d about your going to school and wish you 
the best of good l u c k . John i s CiUite g r a y - h a i r e d 
and E l i z a b e t h seemed to be having her own v e r s i o n 
of Updike's botch and doesn't look v / e l l a t a l l . 
Tlie Sharps had gone to the shore f o r the day and 
the Drakes wore on t h e i r way to see Don and ^ a r y . 
A f t e r having us on t h e i r hands four days I can 
imagine the welcome Don gave them, wouldn't you 
have l i k e d to have heard him? Jean had promised to 
f u r n i s h the sandwiches f o r a ^eirty of seventeen 
a t the church . Poor Don was j u s t beginning to 
d i g e s t t h a t blow to h i s purse as we l e f t . So, I 
T/ouldn't have wanted to be i n Peggy's shoes when 
they f i n a l l y caught up with him. T t probably was 
j u s t a t dinner time. 
T h i s i s some of the s t r a n g e s t typing i n the 
world, thanks to a p a i r of good gray eyes and a 
p a i r of dim l i v i n g room l i g h t s . I do hope your 
blanket v / i l l be on i t s way to you soon. Our t h e r -
mometer says "40" and i t s f e e l s l i k e z ero. 
Goodnight, 
